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CCC President Returns to Executive Vice Chancellor Role at District Office 
  

MARTINEZ, CA – Contra Costa Community College District (CCCCD) chancellor Fred 
E. Wood announced Contra Costa College (CCC) president Mojdeh Mehdizadeh will 
return to the District Office as executive vice chancellor of Education and Technology 
effective March 15, 2018.  The chancellor has also selected retired Santa Monica 
College president/superintendent Dr. Chui L. Tsang as interim president of Contra 
Costa College.  Formal approval of the appointments will take place at the Governing 
Board’s February 28, 2018, meeting. 
  
“I asked Mojdeh to consider returning to the District Office because we need her skills 
and experience to help all three colleges”, says chancellor Wood.  “Her unique and 
extraordinary skill set is needed to guide the District and the three colleges in 
contributing to the many statewide initiatives like Guided Pathways, the academic and 
student services innovations needed to respond to state requests and mandates, and 
the integration of technology with the academic mission all of which will enable us to 
better track and increase student success.  While I know how important she has been to 
Contra Costa College and how much she has cares about CCC, both of us know that 
this decision is in the best interest of the entire District.” 
  
“This was a very difficult decision for me”, said CCC president Mehdizadeh. “Contra 
Costa College is a special place with talented and caring faculty and staff who are 
deeply committed to the mission of higher education in support of the incredible 
students.  During my three years at Contra Costa College, we have made great 
progress in growing our enrollment, completing the bond-funded College Center project, 
and fully staffing the college with new energetic leaders that are the foundation of the 
college’s future.  I have a deeper appreciation for the excellent work being done at the 
college, and will always be grateful for the wonderful opportunity to serve West County.” 
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This leadership change is coupled with the opportunity to have Dr. Tsang serve as 
interim president of Contra Costa College.  Dr. Tsang, a highly successful community 
college leader, retired in July 2015 after a 10-year career as president/superintendent of 
Santa Monica College. He also held other higher education leadership roles including 
president of City College of San Jose, dean of the School of Applied Science and 
Technology at City College of San Francisco, and taught at Stanford University and in 
the School of Education at San Francisco State University. 
  
“I am excited and grateful for this opportunity to serve this college and the West County 
community”, says Dr. Tsang.  “I got my higher education start at CCC so I am a 
“Comet”, and thanks to that experience it gave me the foundation for my career.  I 
understand the challenges and circumstances of our students because I was just like 
them when I went here.  I look forward to working with the Contra Costa College team in 
making a difference in the lives of our students, and becoming the higher education 
choice for our community.”    
   
A national recruitment will begin for a permanent college president. 
 

  

Contra Costa College is one of three colleges in the Contra Costa Community College 
District and currently serves almost 11,000 students (unduplicated head county) 
annually.  Since 1948, CCC has provided exemplary educational services to hundreds 
of thousands of residents from the greater West County area, and is proud of its diverse 
student body and commitment to individual student success.  Excellent programs such 
as the Center for Science Excellence, The Advocate newspaper, the green Automotive 
Services program, Middle College High School, the Nursing program, and the Culinary 
Arts program are known through the state and the nation.  A model of excellence, 
Contra Costa College prides itself on being one of the finest community colleges in the 
country. 
  
  
The Contra Costa Community College District (CCCCD) is one of the largest multi-college community college districts 
in California. The CCCCD serves a population of 1,019,640 people, and its boundaries encompass all but 48 of the 
734-square-mile land area of Contra Costa County. The District is home to Contra Costa College in San Pablo, 
Diablo Valley College in Pleasant Hill, Los Medanos College in Pittsburg, as well as educational centers in Brentwood 
and San Ramon.  The District headquarters is located in downtown Martinez. 
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